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“Natsu no Gakko - Summer camp 2018" JNWES report

by JNWES committee members

“Summer school for high school girls and junior
high school girls” is held annually in the style of
camp during summer vacation. This is an
opportunity to "think about the future" with
colleagues and seniors who are interested in
science and technology, with themes like
"touching science and technology” and "VWWomen
ties", with presence of vigorously active women in
the world of science and technology.

In 2018, celebrating the |4th edition, this camp
was held from August 9th to |lth. An
extraordinary number of attendees, |17 middle-
high school students from all over the country,
participated in all the activities during the camp.
Twenty-six staffs from university students and
graduate students (hereinafter referred to as TA) participated. More than 200 scientific associations, universities, high
schools and companies in science field, acting committee members and program staff participated in this camp.

The four organizations that make up Japan Network of Women Engineers and Scientist (JNWVES),
- , _ _ ¢ future /o
*Non-profit Organization (NPO):The Japan Society for Professional VWomen Engineers ) Q
*Team “Gimajo” (gi-majo means technical-witch(es) in Japanese) 3 |
*The Society of Japanese VWomen Scientists
*Japan Women Engineers Forum (JWEF)

set up exhibition booths that showed each organization’s own characteristics,
displaying our continuous activities to engage junior high and high school girls in
science and engineering courses.

<The Japan Society for Professional Engineers of VWomen>

In this corporate booth, we explained the relationship between the department's
selection of the university and the subsequent occupation by using poster exhibition
and distribution materials (booklet "What is working in science? - To whom is suffering
from career choice ~Vol. 5"), and introducing the qualifications and occupations of
technical systems,

The brochure "What is working in science?" is very popular among girl students every
year; especially about robotics and artificial

inteligence (Al) related information, recently 4\'
included in the revised version of this year.We -
noticed high interest for girls already related to this o

fields or somehow been influenced by family \ /

members, professors or friends.

Also, a newly added section to this brochure, called "Role Model Collection”,
was quite popular. Those girls who suffer of having a vague image about
"work in the science field", were greatful for obtaining a more realistic and
approachable vision of their future if they decide to pursue a career in
science or engineering .

<Team “Gimajo’>

ithajo members lidtening care Team “Gimajo” has been continuously participating in this summer camp
fittendees’ quest:ldhs N since 2013. In 2018, Gimajo members of each generation, presented posters

Issue 28 - January 2018
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INWES Members Newsletter

of their careers as engineers during poster exhibition, having opportunity to talk with young girls and not only
answering their questions but establishing a network for future mentoring programs.

In the consultation section, we discussed together with each participant, on individual basis, their questions or troubles
about their career paths and options.We were extremelly satisfied by having meaningful discussion with many girls, and
of course to give help them to have more information at the time of choosing their courses, as early as junior high
school. We,Team “Gimajo”, would like to watch over these girl students, who choose a science or engineering path.

T e de ki e R e d s lle 1Bl <The Society of Japanese Women Scientists >

?ll
engmeer like g Dr.Tamiko Okura participates from our society every year:A lot of junior and senior

high school girl students are attracted every year to hear the story of always youthful
Dr. Okura, who does not seem to exceed the age of 70.

< Japan Women Engineer Forum >

We introduced a variaty of topics, such as "there are different jobs in science field", "technical and practical jobs in
science career" and "changing my job in the future". Several students were attracted to specific themes like "Interest in
cosmetics” "Interest in civil engineering" or "Interest in sound", "Do | need to be a genius for information processing ?",
"Is it hard to work like you?","In the future studying abroad" and "Artificial Intelligence”.

In addition, it was a minority this time, but there were students concerned
about choosing a career where they could stop working to have family and
easily comeback to the labor force, like doctor; dentist or pharmacist. Some and r eSPOHSGb"mes as their
other girls asked about how valid are the advice received from their parents, senpa:s in hfe

and use it as an excuse to not pursuit a career in engineering or science.

. to show them the choices

We reported the increasing number of “lkumen"” (men who help their wives with child care and other domestic duties),
and "hataraku-Mama" (working women who also take care of their children), are becoming normal in Japanese society.
This situation also has a direct impact in Japanese aging society, where a large number or retiring people represents a
shortage of labor force, pushing more women to work.

As always, we felt again the importance of introducing "role models" and "live voices" from JWEF to these young girls
and show them the number of choices and responsibilities as their "senpais” (seniors) in life.

Seminars and courses dunng summer:

Issue 28 - January 2019
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